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1.UN Environment Ad Hoc Open Ended Expert Meeting on Marine Litter 

and Micro Plastics 

 

Fongoh Eric of ICENECDEV at the First Open Ended  Expert Meeting on Marine 

Plastic Litter and Micro Plastic in Nairobi Kenya May 2018. 

 

ICENECDEV participated in the UN Environment Ad Hoc Open Ended Expert 

Meeting on Marine Litter and Micro Plastics between the 29
th
 May to 31

st
May 

2018 in Nairobi Kenya 
 

ICENECDEV position paper draws contributions from on our project to Combat 

Marine Plastic Litter and Micro Plastic along the West Coast of Cameroon. Experts 

from all over the world met in Nairobi, Kenya to discuss barriers and options for 

combating marine plastic litter and micro plastics to contribute to the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development and Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs14 &17)     

and target.14.1 

In a resolution adopted at the third meeting of the UN Environment Assembly 

(UNEA-3),  December 2017,Member States agreed to establish an Ad Hoc Open-

Ended Expert Group to examine options to combat marine plastic litter and 

microplastics from all sources, including through global legally binding 

mechanisms 

 



Outcomes of the Expert Meeting  

-The expert group invited continued dialogues with international and regional 

organizations, and Multilateral Environmental Agreements and to submit a 

succinct summary of challenges in addressing marine litter under their respective 

instruments and activities. An overview of actions taken by the Regional Seas 

programmes to implement SDGs particularly target 14.1 may increase inter-

regional synergies. 

- Further analysis on response actions categorized into the short, medium, and long 

term could be beneficial. That would include up-stream and down-stream 

approaches. 

-For the second meeting, the Co-Chairs noted that increased interactivity such as 

workshop-style facilitation will be useful to advance the discussion to identify 

potential options for continued work for consideration by the UN Environment 

Assembly and to give priority to short-term solutions taking into consideration of 

the nature of the problem. 

-The Co-Chairs invited the participation of national focal points in addition to 

experts to deepen the discussion on governance on marine litter and microplastics 

for the second meeting. 

-Stakeholders are invited to make financial contribution to support the work of the 

ad hoc open-ended expert group. 

-Litter and Micro plastics agreed to organize 2 Ad Hoc Expert Meetings on Marine 

Litter and Micro plastics to tackle plastic pollution which will ultimately culminate 

to the resolution on marine plastic litter and micro plastics in the upcoming fourth 

United Nations Environment Assembly(UNEA4) of the United Nations 

Environment programme in March 2019. 



 

Fongoh Eric of ICENECDEV at the First Open Ended  Expert Meeting on Marine 

Plastic Litter and Micro Plastic in Nairobi Kenya May 2018. 

2.Social and Economic Empowerment in Agricultural Entrepreneurship the 

Case of Empowering Smallholder Farmers in Cameroon 

 

Luca Castellanza conducting interview with women farmers  



 

Luca Castellanza conducting interview with women farmers  

ICENECDEV in collaboration with Luca Castellanza from the University of 

Mannheim in Germany is working on the socio-economic and political dimension 

in  Agricultural Entrepreneurship  within the context  of our project empowering 

smallholdersô women farmers in Cameroon.  

The Argument is  that Entrepreneurship research in low-income countries has been 

largely detached from its context, overlooking important aspects of doing business 

in rural communities with smallholder women farmers  and not taking into account 

the daily challenges encountered by rural entrepreneurs.  

The research  involved interview 100 smallholder women farmers and taking into 

consideration entrepreneurial constraints and provides a starting point for 

understanding the daily context of entrepreneurship in rural communities with 

smallholder women farmers in Cameroon. 

The Objectives research are : 

¶ To assess how Agricultural Entrepreneurship (being part of a farming 

cooperative, taking part to training programs and improving oneôs 

commercial/agricultural techniques) results in social, political and economic 

empowerment among women farmers. 

https://www.facebook.com/UniMannheim/?timeline_context_item_type=intro_card_work&timeline_context_item_source=1467048481
https://www.facebook.com/UniMannheim/?timeline_context_item_type=intro_card_work&timeline_context_item_source=1467048481


¶ To compare the empowerment process in farming cooperatives with the 

empowerment process in Industrial Entrepreneurship (small business 

owners, petty traders, tailors, etc.) to draw implications for economic 

development and policy-making. 

Findings: 

¶ Women farmers in ICENECDEV are, on average, more economically 

empowered than women farmers in other farming groups. This can be 

attributed to the many donations received (wheelbarrow, spray can, clash, 

etc.), the trainings and the hard work.  

¶ Economic Empowerment of women farmers results in positive spillovers at 

the societal level. Empowered women may raise their status within the 

community, at times allowing them to cover positions within the council and 

take decisions with the men. 

¶ Women farmers in ICENECDEV are also more socially empowered than 

women farmers in other farming groups. This can be attributed to the group 

features of ICENECDEV beneficiaries (self-organizing communities, 

composed mostly of women) and some interventions dedicated to women 

rights (e.g. instructions on how to avoid upsetting the husband). 

¶ However, Social Empowerment is still rare among ICENECDEV 

beneficiaries. It is more common among women farmers who have positions 

of leadership within their ICENECDEV group, live closer to urban areas, 

happen to be widowed, are married to a non-farmer husband, or boast a high 

level of education. 

¶ Unlike Economic Empowerment, Social Empowerment is to some extent at 

odds with traditional logics. While a woman who works hard, raises her 

status, and sponsors her closed ones is well-seen within the community, a 

woman who speaks out, challenges the husbandôs authority, or takes menôs 

tasks is likely to face negative prejudices from her peers.  

¶ On a policy level, Agricultural Entrepreneurship in Buea results in more 

Economic Empowerment than Industrial Entrepreneurship. Farmers who 

join a cooperative can see remarkable improvements in food security and 

daily working capital after only 3 months. However, business owners face 

more difficulties in achieving financial sustainability for themselves and 



their families. This can be attributed to the fertile land in Buea, the little risk 

involved in agriculture and the overall non-competitive business 

environment in the agricultural sector. 

¶ Nevertheless, Agricultural Entrepreneurship results in less Social 

Empowerment than Industrial Entrepreneurship. While farming requires 

hard work and limits the opportunities to connect with people or participate 

in quarter life, commercial activities involve more free time and social 

interactions. In addition, Industrial Entrepreneurship exposes women to less 

restrictive logics and more opportunities to speak out and take 

responsibilities on-the-job.  

 

Luca Castellanza conducting Interview with Women Farmers 



 

ICENECDEV Team conducting group interview with Women Farmers 

 

Luca Castellanza sharing the research findings with the Ministry of Agriculture 

and Rural Development(Cameroon Government) 



 

Luca Castellanza sharing the research findings with Staff and Resource persons at  

University of Buea Faculty of Agriculture and Veritinary Medicines 

 

3. Smallholders Women Farmers Network Meeting 

ICENECDEV Team is working closely with women farmers groups and taking a 

comprehensive approach to strengthening agricultural system, fighting hunger and 

strengthening food security at scale. ICENECDEV does this by investing in 

cutting-edge research to develop stronger seed and greener fertilizers; helping 

farmerôs access capital and accelerating access to mobile technology and content 

that learns and access to real-time market information. 

The women farmers have contributed more than $1,500 for the microfinance 

scheme to access finance and expand on their group farms (cooperative farming), 

increasing agricultural productivity among the Smallholder women farmers in 

Cameroon.  

 

 

 

 



4.Commemoration of World Biodiversity Day  May 2018 

 

Entrance to the Limbe Botanical Garden Cameroon 

 

Stream in the Limbe Botanical Garden Cameroon 

ICENECDEV as an accredited organization to the United Nations Department of 

Public Information (UNDPI) and within this framework,commemorated the 

International Biodiversity Day at the Limbe Botanical Garden, under the themeô 

ôCelebrating 25 years of action for biodiversityôôhighlighting the importance of 

forest and Animal species as vital ecological assets for environmental 


